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As part ofits ongomg effort to study and.-- .
address historical slavery, Brown -~

University appoints a 10-member panel

to determme What to do next. .

BY LINDA BORG
- : JouRNAL SIAFE WRITER o
PROVIDENCE Brown Umversrty has estab—
lished a 10-member commission to explore howthe
history of slavery and the slave trade in Rhode Is-
_land should be commemorated in the state and at
_the university. ..
" The Commission to Commemorate the History.
"of Slavery in Rhode Island is one of & sweeping se-
' ries-of recommendations made by the university’s
. -Steering Committee on ‘Slavery and Justice, which
.. spent more than three years examining the univer-
sity’s historic ties to slavery and the slave trade and
produced a 106-page report, released in October. . -~
. AMONg the report’s recommendations was the .
“¢reation of a $10-million endowment to improve .
e Promdence pubhc schools, creating a center for re-.
" search on slavery and justice at Brown, and ex-
-.panding _opportunities at the ‘university for those - -
' _dxsadvantaged by the iegames of slavery The steer- -
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S member that in any given: tin _WeH as mdmdua]s nommated b1
: moral acts can have an enormous': . Governort Carcieri and Providen
ﬁrmpa : ' +"ce 'Mayor-David N.-Cicilline o
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ing comnuttee also called for the
establishment of a slave trade me-
morial, a “living site of memory,
;inviting .fresh discovery. without
provokxng paralysis or shame.”.

: The réport, commissioned: by

Pre51dent Ruth J. Simmons in -

2003 f und that some of the uni-

the slave trade, and that -Brown

beneﬁted from therr partlcrpa- )

th

trade memorial was one way for
- the umversrty to. move. forward,

reécognizing . that “the ‘damage ' .
wrought by slavery can never be -
~ tribute to d personor event;it.can

undone but. ‘that” there i8rauch

that Brown:can do to help those. .-
. who-are: stdl suffermg from slav- -

ery 5 consequen(:es

o “The: report is Teally a sum _'
: mons to.us,” Simmons said in: an__ .
earher mtemew “It calis us to re-"

+ mission.: “Some wonderful s

_eariy benefactors bene—'
morials have been’ ‘built’ about™ -

fited “from'‘their involvement in-
‘slavery. We need to:look at.the

- the world:
~The' umversrty sardf-a slave L

the memorial.

Brown and amember of the com—

work that: has_ been done around

~Tubar teaches a class ) m_
: monais that explores how soci
chooses to remember the’ past.

pass much -more than a physmal

be - a ceremony, ‘a pubhcatron
even & community foram.”

‘mhission; which™ incly
'h_e_z_'_s of the _B_rown

.. The’ comﬁnssron ' whlch wﬂl 8
formerly be “announced today,_f-
will be charged w1th estabhshmg

.-_'-more caring, It is my hop
; to:

_ - Rabbi Leslie' Y. Guttermarr is.
one of the appomtees to the com-:

‘Providence. Rabbi: Gutterman,

"‘_'who has sezved Temple Beth-Fl

~in Providence since 1970; said it
- " ‘séems appropriate | for a memb.

“Our first task is to hsten to -

.wide range of community. meri-": .

bers to see what they would find

ruseful,™said Steven Lubar, a pro--

fegsor of American civilization at

“of the Jewish community to:par:
ticipate: in- this. process: beca
- “the Jewish master; story rs one:
‘escape from slavery.”: Lo

“Universities, at. thezr be_st o‘E:
more than educate the mind,” he
said yesterday “Theyé-s :
‘how o become better’peeople;.
. how to ‘become  more ‘sensitive;

-Srmth hopes that ':through;
“work of this commission, slavery
willbe brought out into the open,
hereitcan’be; drscussed freely.:
“Too often slaveryis treated as.
time ‘we ‘want to’ forget,” said
Smith, the director of municipal |
and. external. affarrs for Carcieri.
} c_ontnbunon
Island- af d'we need to
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-aé:knowl_edge that. Maybe if we. . !Ker'xy'Coppin,7.an.:as'sﬂciate worked on the Urban :Roots. .
allowed the .issue-.of.__slavery_ﬁo_' professor of art at Brown whois' Tour, which highlights African- -
surfa_ce,;-it.:_._wou_ld move. us to.a currenﬂy'thephotqgraphycura-.." American heritage in Providen- -
comnion hue.” e . tor/adviser at the Rhode Island ot R A L
i Ahother.k:bmmisSion'.}riémbéi", - Black Heritage Society in Provi-- - @0, .Rogeriee_-.'fhompson, an.
Spencer Crew; is the-director of - dence, R associatejust_iceatRho_dels_l__ar_id .
the .Natipnal-*-Undergr'o'_u_nd.;iRail-- | Dietrich. Neumann, a. pro-. - ‘Superior.Court who.earned her. |
‘road Freedom Center'in Cincin. - fessor of architecture at Brown. undergradua_tg_ degree. . frotn:
nati, and the incoming president who was named Rhode Island  Brown and her law degree from:
.'thhe'BrownAlur__nniA,ss_ociation. .Professor of the Yearbythe Car- . Boston . University . School cof
A hjs_t()rian“by_\fradé,' Crew spent .. negie Fqundation',_in 1995 and - Law, .\'-I‘hompson_,was_ih_e first: -
_thre:_than,_Z_Q.years..’at_'th_efs_z_iﬁth-VI has won teaching awards: ‘at: . black woman to be appointed to.
sonias ~-Inst1fm't_ion"inj:wa_,shirig_tcih-, : 'Brown--in.51993,=1994 and.1999. . the _;Supe.rior.-;._r.Cpurt v and - hag
' vhere he was director of the - . {ElKerry__Smi?h,:an associate served_,qn..numerousr'fcom‘t&mt?—i
History. Museum for professor of history at Brown tees, including the Rhode Islang -
Bl -and chair of East Asian studies: : +Children’s ¢ sade for: Higher
S creating a memorial, - af the university. Smith served - ducation. e
interested in looking af . on the Steering Committee on

Wn can do for the city’s .-E.*;Sl'avery-'éfr_id"Ju_stic.e;:is_a_foﬁnér S

ools, particularly.in the - ‘Fulbright fellow, and an aithor “affairs’ at. the:

; S - of several articles onJapan dur-" 'tu¢ket:_'Peq'uojt_.T_ribaI;'_N:_a on i
interwar years; i Conneéticut. He has previous|
quing ' - . Served r:i's.;'the':'executijre;_fdiréé_
Sootthe Khode Is-- of the Providénce.'.Dep'artm'_en_t-:-}
d.: Black: ‘Heritage - Society. : 6f Planning ‘and -Devel_opmg?gt,i
‘Who also: specializes in ‘exhib;. < chairman of the Rhode. Island |
_ﬁtion'_.'pmgram_s -and community . Black Heritage Society and Wwas:
-oufreach. ‘She has curat ¥ 'ProVidence_fsChbol_f’teac__her‘
AnnualAfncanAmen gl e
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